
  

Peace Lutheran Church 
3590 Lincoln Avenue 
St. Joseph, MI  49085 
Phone:  269-556-7000 
Church Office Email:   

PeaceLutheranStJoe@sbcglobal.net 

Church Website 
Peacelutheranstjoe.org 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 

9 a.m.—12 p.m. 
 

Pastoral Contact Info: 
Rev. Steve Hartten 

Senior Pastor 
Phone: (H) 281-0307 

(C) 303-638-7598  
 

Rev. Ronald Schmidt 
Staff Pastor 

Phone: (H) 983-2590 
 

Audio/Video Requests: 
For Audio CD call: 

Josh Lochner  429-4415 
For Video DVD call: 

Jim Damaske  428-0711 
 

Weekly Worship & 
Praise Opportunities: 

Sunday  
9 a.m. Sunday School 
10:15 a.m.  Worship 

 

Tuesday 
11:30 a.m. Prayer Meeting 

7 p.m. Genesis Study 
     

Thursday 
8 a.m. Men’s Ministry 
9 a.m. LWR Quilters 

7 p.m. Choir 
 

What have you learned from your visit 
to another congregation these past two 
months?  We are a congregation that 
prides itself on being friendly and 
welcoming; what did you learn from other 
congregations’ practices that will help us 
build on our strength? 

What did you observe or participate in 
that could be incorporated into the life of 
Peace?  What changes could we make that 
would improve the welcoming experience 
for visitors and prospective members? 

I have been with you for almost one 
year.  The first months were a time of 
learning the traditions and customs of the 
congregation, getting to know the 
members, and understanding why we do 
what we do.   

Now the time has come to start 
moving into the future God has prepared 
for us.  What can be done to improve our 
professed strength?  Studies have shown 
that when a congregation builds on its 
strength, all aspects of the congregation’s 
life improve.  All of a congregation’s 
ministries benefit when the congregation 
builds upon its strength.   

Natural Church 
Development is a 
book and a company 
that originated in 
Germany where 
extensive research 
was done in multiple 
countries and across 
multiple 
denominations as to 
why some 
congregations are 
growing while 
others are dying.    

The 
congregations that built upon their 
strengths ended up seeing more benefits 
from their efforts than the congregations 
who focused on their weaknesses.  It only 
makes sense to maximize our efforts by 
building upon our strengths. 

Talk to a church council member or 
talk to me.  What did you learn by visiting 
another congregation?  Let us enter this 
Fall with the intent on improving what is 
already working well. 

SENIOR PASTOR  
STEVE HARTTEN 

Pastor’s Message 

News September, 2017September, 2017September, 2017   

Congregational Meeting  
September 24, following the 

worship service 
 

 At this meeting, we will elect the council 
members who will lead us into the future. 
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Peace Lutheran Church  
Council Minutes 
August 21, 2017   

 
Meeting called to order at 6 p.m.   Kevin Kunst 
 
Present:  Kevin Kunst, Josh Lochner, Jerry Pliley, Joe 
Novak, Mark Carpenter, Sherri Nitz 
Also present:  Judy Novak – Treasurer 
Absent:  Bev So, Karen Richardville, Pastor Hartten 
 
Review & approval of July council minutes done prior 
via e-mail 
 
Treasurer’s Report        Judy Novak 

 
  TITHES    BUDGET  DIFFERENCE 
MTD $15,429.00   $19,405.66  ($3,976.66) 
YTD $113,774.48   $120,315.10 ($6,540.62) 

 
(Listed are the above Month to Date and Year to 

Date Tithes & offerings. Both are below budget.) 
 
Gas bill was overbilled in June.  Michigan Gas 

Utilities installed a new meter.  It is likely we may not 
have another gas bill to pay until September. 

 
Old Business: 
5 year Plan Committee:   

Herb & Deb Kroening, Larry Hacker, Pat Nose 
and Shari Schmidt have volunteered to work on this 
committee.  They have not organized themselves yet 
to have a meeting. 
Back to Church Event:   

Presentation of work done as far as organizing by 
Kevin Kunst.  Church Council will be hosting.  Local 
businesses have been solicited with some donations 
given as far as food.   

Games and Bingo being planned.  Lists on bulletin 
board have been posted for potluck selection, 
volunteers and prize donations.  Local neighborhood 
will be canvassed with an invitation to the event. 

 
Standing Committee Reports: 
 
Worship/Music committee: 

New member welcomed to committee – Norma 

Carpenter. 
Worship calendar for October thru December 2017 

presented. 
Motion made by Joe Novak, 2nd by Sherri Nitz – 

add a Christmas Day service at 10:15 a.m. to the 
calendar.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Property: 

Water heater had to be replaced at a cost of 
$1,100.27.  Thanks to Jerry Pliley for organizing to 
get this job done.  Thanks to D.A. Dodd for their 
quick response.  Installation was accomplished in time 
for the funeral dinner that was scheduled. 

 
Fellowship: 

Committee members are:  Christine Bennett – 
Chairwoman, Ginger Kunst, Bev So, Marilyn Riley, 
Loretta Hartten and Karen Richardville 

Organizational meeting held with first Monday of 
the month at 7 p.m. scheduled as their meeting date 
except for September because of the holiday.  
September meeting will be held Sept. 11, 2017, at 7 
p.m.   

Council will be hosting the first Fellowship on 
Sept. 17 as the Back to Church event. 

 
Pastor’s Report: 

Sent via e-mail.  Thanks for all volunteers who 
helped make VBS a success - 13 youths attended.  
Pastor attended the North American Luther Church 
Theological Conference and Annual Convocation in 
Nashville, Tenn.   

Many activities were attended by Pastor this 
month.  Thanks to Pastor Schmidt for filling in while 
Pastor Hartten gone.   

 
New Business: 

Nominating committee progress reported by Sherri 
Nitz. 

September Congregational Meeting set for 
September 24, 2017. 

Joe Moulton made presentation of Mutual 
Ministry Meeting Minutes for July 25, 2017. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.  with Lord’s 

Prayer. 
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Who will YOU invite to  
     Follow You to Peace? 

Sunday, Sept. 17 is National Back to Church Sunday.  This 
event began in 2009 as an intentional effort to invite people to 
come to worship.  According to Outreach.com, the sponsoring 
organization, 4 out of 5 people say that they will attend worship if 
invited.  The only way to find out if this is an accurate statistic is 
to try inviting someone to our worship service and Barbecue! 

To help you with your invitations, the church office has created 

invite cards for you to hand out. Please plan to take some home 

with you after worship on Sunday. In addition, the Church Council 

will be canvassing the neighborhoods around the church and 

distributing door hangers inviting our neighbors to worship with us 

and join us for our Barbecue.  

To help overcome the traditional fear Lutherans have over 
sharing our faith or inviting an individual to worship, please pray 
this prayer daily.  God will lead you to the person you are to invite 
to church: 

“Dear God, thank you for the faith that you have given me.  I 
ask that the Holy Spirit who created my faith, lead me to identify 
who I may invite to worship.  I seek your guidance, trusting that 
you know who will be receptive to the invitation to “come and 
see.”  Calm my anxiety, knowing that you promise to give me words to speak in a time of need.  Help me to 
know the right time to offer the invitation and provide me with the necessary words, that I may be your agent 
to draw someone into a deeper relationship with you.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 

Evangelism works better when God is in control.  Let’s see if we can help connect people with God! 

Follow me to Follow me to   

Peace Lutheran forPeace Lutheran for  

  Back to Church SundayBack to Church Sunday  

            Sept. 17Sept. 17——10:15 a.m. 10:15 a.m.   

Sunday Morning Adult Education – The Small Catechism 
As Christians around the world observe the 500th Anniversary of the start of the Protestant Reformation, it 

seems appropriate that Peace observe this event with an adult education option.  Starting Sunday, Sept. 17 at 9 
a.m., the adult Sunday School class will begin a 12-week video series on Martin Luther’s Small Catechism.  
The videos feature Dr. Jim Nestingen, a world-renowned Biblical scholar and seminary professor who has the 
unique ability to present doctrinal truths in a folksy, relatable style.  If you are not used to attending the Adult 
Sunday School class, it would be worth your while to set your alarm clock one hour and fifteen minutes earlier 
so that you can revisit material you might have been exposed to in Confirmation class with a fresh new twist. 

How will YOU help with  
Back to Church Sunday?  
 Following the Back to Church service, the Church 
Council will be hosting a barbecue and games. The 
council needs help with prizes and volunteers to help 
with the potluck, games, setup and cleanup.  Also, 
everyone is asked to bring a dish to share at the 
potluck.   

The council will be placing invitations at all 
neighborhood homes within several blocks of the 
church and is looking to make this an annual event.   

Sign-up sheets are located on the bulletin board in 
the hallway.   

  
 
 
 
 

In Commemoration and Celebration of the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church in Portage, Mich., will hosts a 
traveling exhibit, Scribes of Hope, featuring 31 works 
by contemporary calligraphers curated by Timothy 
Botts. The exhibit runs throughout October. 
For more information, visit the church website at 
www. popportage.org or call Prince of Peace Office 
Administrator, Tamara Preston, 269-343-3453  
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The North American Lutheran Church met for 

theological reflection and its annual meeting in 

Nashville, Tenn., the first week of August.  In addition 

to the clergy and lay delegates from our congregations, 

we were graced by the Presiding Bishop of the 

Anglican Church in North America, the President of 

the Mekane Yesus Church in Ethiopia (the largest and 

fastest growing Lutheran denomination in the world), 

and the President of the Lutheran Seminary in 

Tanzania.   

Each of these guests, in addition to our own 

presiding Bishop, stressed the need for our 

congregations to undergo a cultural change.  This 

change is understood to be difficult and it will take 

time, but it is a change that is required if our 

congregations are to survive. 

The change is moving from a consumer 

understanding of Church membership to a serving/

discipling understanding of Church membership.  All 

of us raised in North America grew up with a 

consumer model of the Church.  The pastor and staff 

work for the “company” (or local congregation) and 

the members are “consumers” who are free to shop 

around and decide where they want to spend their 

money and time.  If a person becomes unhappy with 

what is happening in the local congregation, he or she 

can go to a competitive store (a neighboring 

congregation) and shop there.   

The goal of the company employee is to keep the 

customer happy so that the customer doesn’t shop 

elsewhere.  Focus is on customer satisfaction; worship 

is evaluated by how the customer feels or what the 

customer gets out of worship.  The result of this type 

of church structure has been a steady decline in church 

attendance over many decades. 

In Africa, a different model is used.  It is a model 

of servanthood based upon the Book of Acts with an 

emphasis on Acts 2: 42 - “[The believers] devoted 

themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to 

the breaking of bread and the prayers.”  In this model, 

there isn’t a company employee and there isn’t a 

consumer.  All are leaders, though there are different 

types of leadership.   

The pastor is responsible for making sure the 

Word of God is proclaimed in its purity and the 

Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion are 

celebrated rightly.  The pastor trains and teaches lay 

people so that they too can teach about their faith.  

Each believer leads by participating in activities with 

other believers and by actively sharing her faith with 

unbelievers.   

Believers gather for Bible Study (the apostles’ 

teaching). It is an expectation that a believer will not 

only read the Bible daily in private devotion, the 

believer will participate in studying the Bible with 

other believers.   

A believer is expected to actively gather with other 

believers not only to study Scripture but to support 

each other in their life of faith (fellowship).  Holy 

Communion is celebrated when the believers gather 

for worship (the breaking of bread) as this is the food 

that nourishes a believer on his or her faith journey.  

Finally, the believer prays during private devotion 

time and when gathering with other believers.   

Public prayer isn’t just something done by the 

pastor. It is a practice shared by all the faithful.  The 

emphasis in worship is on God – what is God doing 

among us and for us?  A person cannot help but be 

strengthened and uplifted in his faith when the 

emphasis is on the Word of God and how it is acting 

in the life of the believer and the congregation.   

The congregations in Africa that are following this 

model are growing- and growing even in places where 

pastoral ministry is shared among multiple 

congregations.  The Ethiopian Church Mekane Yesus 

(membership 9 million) added 1.5 million members in 

5 years due to prayerful ministry on the part of the 

laity even though they have a shortage of pastors! 

I realize that making this cultural shift is going to 

be a difficult process.   I liken it to the changes that 

have come about over the past 30 years concerning the 

telephone.  We can remember when a telephone was a  

Continued on Page 5 

NALC Conference Update: 
Synod is moving toward servanthood model for congregations 
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This regular newsletter feature—playing on 
Luther’s famous line in the Small Catechism—is 
designed to help us all better understand why things 
happen as they do at Peace.  The worship committee 
actively seeks feedback or questions from 
congregation members confused or concerned about 
worship practices.  Often when one person raises a 
question, others have similar thoughts but do not want 
to ask the question. 

 
Why are we saying catholic and not Christian 
in the Creeds?  
 

The term catholic can be very confusing for 
Lutherans.  Isn’t the Lutheran Church distinct 
from the Catholic Church?  It all depends on the 
letter “c”! 

If the “c” is capitalized as in Catholic, then 
the word refers to the Roman Catholic Church.  If 
the “c” is lower case as in catholic, the word 
refers to the universal Church.  The word 
catholic is derived from Latin which takes its 
form from the Greek, katholikos.  The Greek 
word means “on the whole” or “according to the 
whole.”  It is a reminder that while Christ’s 
Church may have many forms, structures, and 

practices, there is 
only one Church.  
The parts or 
expressions of the 
Church do not 
fracture the one, 
true Church.  The 
original wording of 
the Apostles’ and 
Nicene creeds use 
the term catholic to 
describe the 
universal nature of the Church.  

In the Augsburg Confession of 1530, the 
Lutheran Reformers refer to the “custom of the 
catholic church.”  (Article XXVIII 13)  By using 
the term catholic in the Creeds we are returning 
to the original language and we are reminding 
ourselves that we are connected to a larger 
gathering made up of all denominations and 
practices.   

Whether Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Coptic, 
Nestorian, Methodist, Lutheran, or whatever 
other version of the Christian faith one can think 
of, we are all bound together in Christ’s one holy 
universal Church. 

What Does This Mean to Me? 

NALC Conference Update 
 

Continued from Page 4 

device connected to a wall with a wire and only 

used for talking!   The introduction of cell phones 

made conversation possible almost anywhere.  The 

introduction of smart phones changed the game 

entirely.  Nowadays a phone is used for talking,  

texting, playing games, watching movies, etc.  

Some of us have been able to embrace the change, 

some, like me, have grudgingly gone along, and 

others have resisted the change entirely.  What I can 

say is that I am willing to learn how to make this 

cultural transformation with you.   

 It will be a process that we go through together; 

I don’t have all the answers, but I am willing to use 

the tools that the NALC will distribute so that we 

can embark on this journey together.  Returning to a 

Biblical model of Church where the focus is on 

God and what God is doing is the cure for the 

steady decline congregations in North America 

have been experiencing. 

Service of Healing planned 
for October 

As Peace Lutheran 
approaches the start of its 25th 
year, the Anniversary 
Committee and the Church 
Council have agreed that we 
will pause for a special Service 
of Healing as we prepare to 
begin celebrating our past.  
Peace has many accomplishments to celebrate, as well 
as events in the past that have resulted in controversy 
and turmoil.  In an effort to bring healing to hurts that 
still linger and to begin the process of accepting the 
entirety of our history, a special worship service will 
be held in October. Watch for the date in upcoming 
publications.  

 There will be singing, lessons and a sermon, as 
well as individual laying on of hands.  Both Pastor 
Schmidt and Pastor Hartten will be available to pray 
for each person in attendance if they desire and to 
anoint a worshiper’s forehead with oil.  The process 
will be similar to the Healing Service offered last Dec. 
21 for the Shortest Day of the Year. 
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Sun., Sept. 3 - Thirteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 15:15-21, Psalm 26 
Romans 12:9-21, Matthew 16:21-28 

 

Sun., Sept. 10 - Fourteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Ezekiel 33:7-9, Psalm 32:1-7 
Romans 13:1-10, Matthew 18:1-20 

Sun., Sept. 17 - Fifteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Genesis 50:15-21, Psalm 103:1-12 
Romans 14:1-12, Matthew 18:21-35 

 

Sun., Sept. 24 - Sixteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Isaiah 55:6-9, Psalm 27:1-9 
Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30, Matthew 20:1-16 

SUPPORTING OUR WORSHIP 

Serving this Month: 
 
Worship Leaders:  Pastor Steve Hartten, 
Pastor Ron Schmidt  
Organist:  Maria Tallman  
Choir Director: Debbie Kroening           
Audio: Josh Lochner,  Mark Carpenter                 
Video: Jim Damaske     
Ushers: Ken and Barb Berry and Herb 

Kroening 
Communion: Shawn and Amy Cahill  
Altar Guild: Nan Hacker  

  
September 3  
Greeters:  Chuck and Jane Wilson 
Lector: Nan Hacker 
Altar Flowers: Open 
Fellowship: Open 
 
 

September 10 
Greeters:  Lee and Lynn Hornack 
Lector: Louise Solak 
Acolyte: Ainsley Cahill 
Altar Flowers: Open 
Fellowship: Open  
 
September 17 
Greeters:  Larry and Nan Hacker 
Lector: Louise Solak 
Altar Flowers: The Cahills 
Fellowship: Church Council 

 
September 24 
Greeters: Rich and Norma Carpenter 
Lector:  Shawn Cahill 
Acolyte: Emily Sorenson 
Altar Flowers: Nan and Larry Hacker in 

memory of Mom Hacker 
Fellowship: Open 

THIS MONTH’S READINGS  

Don’t forget: We will no longer have Wednesday evening services 
beginning in September.  

The Wednesday mid-week worship will be coming to an end on Aug. 30.  There have been many Wednesdays 
when those attending barely exceed the number of people required to host worship.  Wednesday worship will 
still be held during the seasons of Advent and Lent as these are thematic services that are geared to the season. 
Starting in 2018, an experimental Thursday evening worship will be held during the summer from Memorial 
Day to Labor Day. 
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Birthdays 
8 Shirley Chapman 
10 Juli Nurbhai 
13 Steve Hartten 
13 Ricky Roberts 
14 Holly Harbin 
19 Virgil Bennett 
20 Marie Lietz 
24 Asher Adkins 
25 Joe Novak 
27 Jonathan Herrman 
27 Linda Roberts 
28 Carter Nimtz 
 

Anniversaries 
4 Les & Lonna Collins 
9 Cliff & Pat DeSchaaf 
18 Todd & Sherri Nitz 
19 Michael & Tiffany King  
22 Kevin & Ginger Kunst 
25 John & Diane Herrman 

28 Gary & Barb Walker  
30 Wayne & Sandy 
 Schuermann 

 
Military 
Brandon M Enders 
1108 Ironwood Ct. 
Apt. 163 
Bellevue, NE  68005 
 
Lt/jg Chad Knipschild 
301 Maple 
Edgewater, MD 21037 
 
 
Sgt. Gary Smith  
208 Polson Court 
Raeford, NC  28376 
  

 

Shut-Ins 
 

To keep our shut-ins safe, 
please call the church 
office for mailing 
addresses. 
 
Albert Beebe 
Lonna Collins 
Mary Dey 
Shirley Gano 
Marian Hogue  
Gerhard Krajewski 
Dolores Kraklau 

Ray and Marie Lietz 
Joe and Angela Jo 
 Naines 
Betty Robbins 
Sylvia Schlender 
Barbara Southland 
Ruth Twarucsek 
Mildred Wantz 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 2017 

9–12 Office Hours 
7p Worship 
Committee Mtg 
7p Fellowship Mtg 

9–12 Office Hours 
6p Council Mtg 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

10:15 Worship  
with communion 
Blessing of the 
Backpacks 

9 Sunday School 
10:15 Worship  
with communion 
11:15 Cong Mtg 

Office closed 
 

Office closed 
 

Office closed 

9–12 Office Hours 
9 Quilters 
7p Choir  

9–12 Office Hours 
11:30 Prayer Mtg  
7p Genesis 
 

Back to Church  
9 Sunday School 
10:15 Worship  
11:15 Barbecue 

9–12 Office Hours 
9 Quilters 
7p Choir 
 

       News due  
9–12 Office Hours 
8 Men's Ministry 
9 Quilters 
7p Choir 

 

 

Office closed 
 
 

9–12 Office Hours 
 

9–12 Office Hours 
 

9–12 Office Hours 
  

9–12 Office Hours 

9–12 Office Hours 
 

9–12 Office Hours 

10:15 Worship  
 

9–12 Office Hours 
11:30 Prayer Mtg 
7p Genesis 
 

9–12 Office Hours 
11:30 Prayer Mtg 
7p Genesis 
 

9–12 Office Hours 
8 Mens Ministry 
9 Quilters 
7p Choir 

Office closed 

9–12 Office Hours 
11:30 Prayer Mtg 
7p Genesis study 

Church Calendar  is Live! 
View latest updates at  
PeaceLutheranStJoe.org 

Back to School 
Bonfire 6 p.m.  
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3590 Lincoln Avenue 
St. Joseph, MI   49085 

 
6 p.m. Sept. 9. 

 
Our September Family Fellowship will be a Back to School 
Bonfire at the church.  The church will provide hot dogs, buns, 
condiments, s’more fixings and some drinks. If you plan to attend, 
please bring a lawn chair and a dish to share. Please sign up on the 
bulletin board. 

Back to School BonfireBack to School Bonfire  

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

Elementary, Middle, and High School students are welcome 

to bring their school backpacks to worship on Sunday, Sept. 10 

for a “Blessing of the Backpacks”.  Each student will receive a 

small wooden cross on a chain that can be connected to a zipper 

on the backpack.   

In addition, teachers, administrators and staff will also be 

recognized during this time through prayers in worship.  This is 

a great day to invite a family with children or a school district 

employee to come to worship.  It isn’t too early to start asking 

God in prayer to lead you to invite one or more people to 

church.   


