
Peace Lutheran Church 
3590 Lincoln Avenue 
St. Joseph, MI  49085 
Phone:  269-556-7000 
Church Office Email:   

PeaceLutheranStJoe@sbcglobal.net 

Church Website 
Peacelutheranstjoe.org 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday 

9 a.m.—12 p.m. 
 

Pastoral Contact Info: 
Rev. Steve Hartten 

Senior Pastor 
Phone: (H) 815-5225 

(C) 303-638-7598  
 

Rev. Ronald Schmidt 
Staff Pastor 

Phone: (H) 983-2590 
 
 

Audio/Video Requests: 
For Audio CD call: 

Josh Lochner  429-4415 
For Video DVD call: 

Jim Damaske  428-0711 

 
Weekly Worship & 

Praise Opportunities: 
 

Sunday  
10:15 a.m.  Worship 

 
Tuesday 

11:30 a.m. Prayer Meeting 
     

Wednesday 
5:45 p.m. Genesis Study 

7 p.m. - Worship 
 

Thursday 
8 a.m. Men’s Ministry 
9 a.m. LWR Quilters 

7 p.m. Choir 
 
 

News 
November, 2016November, 2016November, 2016   

What does it mean to be part of a 
group?  A group is something one 
voluntarily belongs to, so choice is 
involved.  A group usually has similar 
interests.  Hopefully the group shares a set 
of values and norms.  I haven’t met many 
people who remain part of a group for a 
long time when there aren’t similar 
interests, values, and norms for behavior.  
People drift away from groups that do not 
share their interests, values and norms. 

Peace decided to join the North 
American Lutheran Church.  This decision 
was undertaken with prayerful 
consideration. Breaking the ties to our 
former denomination was not a casual 
decision.  Like many other congregations, 
we left a group that no longer shared our 
values and norms.  But what exactly did 
we join?   

The NALC is much more than a group 
of congregations that gathered together in 
reaction to the errors of other church 
bodies.  It isn’t a collection of disgruntled 
people with nowhere to go.  We decided 
to join with other congregations who 
embody the theological center of North 
American Lutheranism.  We are part of a 
renewing movement that draws its 
direction from the Bible and from the 
Lutheran Confessions. 

What are the core values that we 
share?  The first is that we are Christ-
centered.  We confess the apostolic faith 
in Jesus Christ according to the Holy 
Scriptures.  We affirm the authority of the 
Scriptures as the authoritative source and 
norm for judging doctrine and practice.  
We accept ecumenical creeds and the 

Book of Concord 
(the Lutheran 
Confessions) as 
true witnesses to 
the Word of God. 

The NALC is 
also Mission-
driven.  The 
mission of each 
congregation is to 
preach the Gospel 
and to make 
disciples for 
Christ.  This is a 
priority.  The 
Church was 
created to spread the Good News and to 
help converts to the faith live faithfully. 

We share the value of being 
Traditionally-grounded.  We share a belief 
that the tradition of worship shaped by the 
theology of Word and Sacrament is the 
norm for congregational practice.  
Preaching is important and so is the 
celebration of Baptism and Holy 
Communion.  It is the Word of God 
proclaimed in the congregation and the 
celebration of the Means of Grace that 
shape the life of the church. 

The final core value is 
Congregationally-focused.  The Bishop 
and his support staff’s main function is to 
help congregations live lives of 
servanthood and share a spirit of 
partnership.  Peace does not exist to 
support the Bishop; the Bishop’s office 
exists to assist us in being faithful in 
conducting local ministry.  

Continued on Page 4 

SENIOR PASTOR  
STEVE HARTTEN 

Pastor’s Message 



Peace Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
Monday, October 17, 2016 

 
Members Present:  Kevin Kunst, Karen Richardville, 
Josh Lochner, Jerry Pliley, Karen Coffey, Mark 
Carpenter, Sherri Nitz, Beverly So.   
New Members Present:  Joe Novak, Paul Wilson 
Also present:  Pastor Hartten, Treasurer Judy Novak, 
Maria Tallman, and Debbie Kroening 
 

Meeting called to order at 6:03 p.m.  Kevin Kunst 
 

Opening devotion/prayer      Pastor Hartten 
 

Approval of Agenda 
Changes to agenda.  Jerry made a motion to amend the 
agenda.  Motion to approve the agenda was made by 
Karen R., and seconded by Sherri N. The motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report                          Judy Novak 
   INCOME   BUDGET   DIFFERENCE 
Sept.  $17,238.45  $16,157.34    $1,081.11 
YTD   $155,744.86   $1155,206.06   $538.80 
 
Judy would like to change PLC check request forms.  
The form she proposed is more detailed.  She also asked 
that any amount over $250.00 be approved by the 
council. Amounts of $250.00 or under  can be approved 
by a member of the finance committee. Karen R. made a 
motion to approve the requests made by Judy.  Sherri N. 
seconded. The motion passed. 
 
Judy said we needed to check into anti-virus software.  
Suggestions were made by members. She will look into 
the different options. 
 
Old Business 
1.  Property Survey/Appraisal    Jerry Pliley 
An original survey of PLC property was brought to the 
grounds committee by a charter member.  Without the 
approval of the congregation, nothing further can be 
done.   
   
2.  Update Leon Couch organ concert    Maria Tallman  
Amy Cahill made the programs, advertised  and made 
flyers.  Margaret Schmeiding took the flyers downtown 
to distribute.  Louise and Greg Solak housed the organist 
and loaned him a vehicle for his use while in the area.  
Several members took him out for lunch or dinner during 
his stay in Saint Joseph.  There were many positive 

comments about the concert.  More than 50 people were 
in attendance, with many coming from outside the PLC 
family.  The Fellowship Committee also provided a nice 
dessert hour following the concert.  Everyone’s 
participation is greatly appreciated. 
 
3.  Update of tutoring program at Upton Middle 
School         Debbie Kroening 
There are five people from PLC who have signed up to 
help with the tutoring program.  Debbie will be meeting 
with the group on October 30 following our service.  
They will go to Upton to observe the other group that is 
tutoring.  Following their observation they will discuss 
what their plan is going forward.  PLC tutoring would 
begin in January. 
 
Ark trip to Kentucky 
There are 35 signed up to participate.  There are possibly 
5 others that will be participating.   A meeting on Nov. 8 
at 7 p.m.  will be held to discuss the itinerary, deposit, 
and other general information concerning the trip.  The 
deposit will need to be paid by Dec. 1 and is not 
refundable with the balance due on March 1.  
 
Committee Reports 
Worship       Bev So/Pastor Hartten 

Sherri Nitz made the motion for the Christmas Eve 
services to be held at 4:30 and 7 p.m. Karen Coffey 
seconded.  The motion passed. 

Church decorating will take place on Sunday, Dec. 4, 
after worship.  Volunteers are needed to head the 
committee. 
 
Property       Kevin Kunst 

Thank you to Todd Nitz for tilling the south end of 
the fellowship hall.   The sprinkler system and plantings 
will be finished in the spring.    

Jim Tiller gave Peace a proposal for the snow 
removal.  Reports were also given on mowing, 
fertilizing, and irrigation. 
 
Fellowship      Karen Coffey 

The fellowship following the organ concert was well 
received.  

Oct. 30th fellowship is being given by the Konars. 
Titan Center is scheduled for the Christmas program 

on Dec. 11.  
The committee hopes all will participate in the Nov. 

13th Harvest Gathering at Pebblewood. 
 

Continued on Page 4 



CONGREGATIONAL  
MEETING MINUTES 

Sunday, September 25, 2016 

Meeting convened at 11:48 
 
Opening Prayer       Pastor Schmidt 
 
Establishment of Quorum  President Kevin Kunst 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Shawn Cahill made a motion to approve the agenda. 
Sandy Warren seconded the motion. Motion passed. 
 
Approval of Minutes of January 24th 
Congregational Meeting and July 24th Special 
Congregational Meeting 
Joe Novak made a motion to approve the minutes 
from the Jan. 24th congregational meeting and the 
special congregational meeting on July 24th.  Elaine 
Chartrand seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
 
Election of Council 
Kevin stated the candidate names and asked for any 
additional nominations from the floor. There were 
none.  Wayne Schuermann made a motion to accept 
the nominations.  Evelyn Chevrette seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed. Voting took place and it was 
a unanimous vote.  Council members elected are 
Kevin Kunst, Joe Novak, and Paul Wilson.  One of the 
new members will finish out a previous term vacated 
by someone leaving the church.  The council will 
decide which newly elected member will serve the 
two-year term. 
 
Financial Update     Treasurer Judy Novak 
 
January - August, 2016      Budget Over Budget 
Income        $138,506.41     $139,048.72     $542.31 

We have saved money due to not having a full- 
time senior pastor and we have increased our tithes. 
 At the same time last year, the tithes were much less. 
 The congregation has shown a positive attitude in 
supporting our church. 

A new finance committee has been formed 
consisting of Brian Nimtz, Jerry Pliley, and Judy 
Novak.  The committee will begin working on the 
2017 budget. 

Judy was commended by Jerry Pliley and Kevin 
Kunst for doing a fine job since taking the position of 

church treasurer. 
 
Interim Senior Pastor’s Report  Pastor Schmidt 

Since the January meeting we have had three 
baptisms, three requests for release of membership, 
seven new members joining Peace, and one marriage. 

Pastor noted that his time as interim senior pastor 
has been a great joy.  He also thanked Amy Cahill for 
helping to make his job a lot easier during the last 
several months. 

Mr. Gaul thanked Pastor Schmidt for his 
dedication and loving service to our congregation. 
Thank you to Pastor Schmidt for being such a 
wonderful pastor.   
 
Council Report     President Kevin Kunst 

Kevin noted that Pastor Schmidt was the glue that 
helped hold Peace together this year. 

He noted the great job Amy Cahill is doing and 
her implementation of the email blast each week and 
her enthusiasm in marketing the happenings of Peace.  

There were many wonderful activities at Peace 
during the last six months including: the Easter Egg 
Hunt and party for the community, school kits, 
Lutheran World Relief, War Dogs, Spoke Folk, Soup 
Kitchen, quilters.  Kevin also noted the upcoming 
organ concert on Oct. 16. 

Scrip gives a chance to fund some very important 
projects within our church.  Kevin encouraged all of 
us to participate.         

Thank you to the following call committee 
members for their work in finding a new senior pastor 
for our congregation:  Shawn Cahill, Pat Nose, Norma 
Carpenter, Louise Solak, Jim Steinbauer, and Chuck 
Wilson. 

Kevin stated we are in a new beginning.  Let’s not 
rehash the past.  Let’s stay united to a new beginning. 

Volunteers - here at PLC we have our regular 
volunteers.  More are needed, including altar guild, 
fellowship, grounds, etc.  He asked that we all be 
willing to volunteer.   

 
Missions Report     Sandy Schuermann 
Faith is a mission, to give, to serve.  Everything we do 
matters. 
Sandy shared the following:   

Continued on Page 4 



Pastor’s Message 
Continued from Page 1 

 
This isn’t to say that each 

NALC congregation is a cookie-
cutter/carbon-copy of its neighbor.  
There is variety in local custom and 
practice.  This variety happens 
within the framework of shared 
values and norms for behavior.  Yet 
there ought to be enough 
similarities that a visitor familiar 
with the NALC would feel at ease 
no matter where in the country he 
worshiped.   

Peace Lutheran has joined a 
group composed of other 
congregations that share the same 
interests, values, and norms.   

As we examine our practices, 
are we holding true to the core 
values of the denomination we 
aligned with? 

Council Minutes 
Continued from Page 2 

 
Pastor Report      Pastor Hartten 

Visitations to council and congregation members 
have begun.   

Pastor will be attending the NALC Michigan 
Mission District meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 18 in 
Evart, Mi.  Sherri Nitz will also be attending.   
 
New Business 
Choir Director Responsibilities 
Josh Lochner made a motion to accept the job 
description written by Sherri Nitz, Karen Richardville 
and Beverly So, and reviewed by Sandy Schuermann.  
Jerry Pliley seconded.  The motion passed.  The new 

document will be added to the church policy book. 
The group will be reviewing/revising the organist 
position responsibilities as listed in the church policy 
book and will present them at the next council 
meeting.   
 
Call Committee 
A motion to discharge the call committee as 
designated on Feb. 7, 2016, was made by Sherri Nitz.  
Karen Richardville seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed. 
 
Motion to Adjourn was made by Mark Carpenter at 
7:48 p.m. 
   
Closing Prayer                          Pastor Hartten 

Congregational Meeting Minutes 
Continued from Page 3 
 

School/personal care/disaster relief  -  370 kits 
total given by Peace. 

20 cases of water and 5 quilts also donated to the 
disaster in Kokomo, Ind. 

Fifty-two percent of what we gave came from 
member cash donations including Scrip cards and a 
Thrivent donation.  Forty-eight percent came from 
goods donated by members. 

If anyone has questions concerning the distribution 

of the kits, please contact Sandy. 
Sherri Nitz was applauded for her contribution of 

time in chairing the quilting group.  Members noted 
that Sherri spends a lot of time not only at church each 
Thursday morning organizing and  working on quilts 
with the group, but also spends a lot of time prepping 
at home each week. 
 
Motion to Adjourn    President Kevin Kunst 
Frank Gaul made the motion to adjourn.   
 
Closing Prayer     Pastor Schmidt 

Peace Lutheran Quilters have 
been very busy ladies on 
Thursday mornings.  This year 96 
quilts were sent to Lutheran 
World Relief.  Also 5 quilts were 
sent to Kokomo for their disaster 
relief efforts.  So far in 2016 the 
quilters have 1,243 documented 
hours of volunteer work!  Some 
of this time is from working on 
quilts outside of Thursday 
morning.  We can always use 

more helping hands.  Some of our 
helping hands are snow birds 
getting ready to fly.     

An end of the year report will 
be done later including how many 
Comfort Quilts have been 
distributed. 

Thanks to the many donated 
items we have done this with a 
very small amount of budget 
money.  Quilts are available for 
sale to fund this effort. 

Quilters completed more than 100 quilts 



Peace served 
136 adults and six 
children meals at 
the Soup Kitchen 
on Oct. 14.  The 
menu consisted of 
baked spaghetti, 
green beans, salad, 
peaches, ice cream, buttered bread 
and soda.  One of the reasons we 
are able to provide these 
nourishing meals to those in need, 
is the generous response of all of 
you during our annual food 
collection. 

We will be hosting another 
collection between now and 
Thanksgiving for next years work 
at the kitchen.  Due to your 

previous 
generosity, the fact 
that Peace only 
serves 6 times a 
year and we use 
different menus, 
the items are a 
little different than 

years past.  Besides the actual food 
items, we can use donations of gift 
cards for Gordon's, Sam's Club, 
and Meijer. We can also use cash 
donations to help pay for items 
such as meats, salads and other 
perishable items.  Many of these 
items are purchased through the 
food bank at a considerable saving 
to the church, however they require 
payment with a church check. 

Soup Kitchen food drive underway 

Ark Encounter planning meeting  
Nov. 8 at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary 
 
At this time, we’ll be looking for a firm commitment 

and deposits from those interested in attending. The 
final costs will also be discussed. For more information, 
please contact Debbie Kroening at 556-9878.  

Christmas outreach plans 
 

This year Peace will extend its outreach to 
include a family in need.  Working through the 
Salvation Army, we will be receiving information 
on a family that we can adopt for Christmas.  As 
soon as the family is identified and the 
information is known, we will let the 
congregation know and tags will be placed on the 
same tree that displays our gloves and hats.   

Anyone can take a tag and purchase an item or 
items for the person represented on the tag. At the 
same time, a tear off sheet will go up asking for 
specific items to make a basket for their 
Christmas dinner.  Watch for more information as 
it becomes available.  

Organ concert enjoyed by many 
 
On Oct. 16, nationally-recognized  organist Dr. 

Leon Couch III performed a variety of musical pieces 
here at Peace Lutheran Church. More than 50 people 
attended the concert, including many from the 
community. Peace Organist Maria Tallman wishes to 
thank all those who helped make the event a success, 
especially the Fellowship Committee.    

Wish List helps meet church needs 
 

Did you know that the refrigerator in the church 
kitchen has been in place since the church was built in 
1998? The furnace and the roof of the church are also 
nearly 20 years old, which is why these items are on the 
church Wish List. If you’d like to do something special 
for the church, please consider making a donation 
toward replacing one of these items in the future.  

We have had several generous donations for our 
Wish List items this month. We’ve received funds to 
purchase new light bulbs for the sanctuary and several 
contributions toward a new refrigerator for the 
Fellowship Hall. We offer many thanks to those who 
have helped with these items.  

2016  
Soup Kitchen Needs 
 
 Mashed Potatoes 
 Chicken Gravy Mix 
 Beef Gravy Mix 
 Peaches 
 Fruit Cocktail 
 Tropical Fruit 
 Barbecue Sauce 
 Alfredo Sauce 
 Tomatoes 
 Peas 
 Diced Potatoes 
 Chicken Broth 
 Pickle Slices 
 Pickle Relish 
 Canned Chili 
 Individual Packages of 

Chips 

 

 Nov. 27 - Sunday Advent services begin.  
 Nov. 30 - Wednesday Advent services 

begin. We’ll have a special Advent 
sermon series. 

 Dec. 4 - Christmas Decorating following 
the 10:15 service. 

 Dec. 11 - Titan Center Christmas Party  
 Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Worship at 4:30 and 7 p.m.  
 Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Worship at 

10:15 a.m.  



Organ Concerts and Corn Mazes 
kept us busy in October 



Sun., Nov. 6 - All Saints Sunday 
Revelation 7:9-17, Psalm 149 
1 John 3:1-3, Matthew 5:1-12 
 

Sun., Nov. 13 - Twenty-sixth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Malachi 4:1-6, Psalm 98 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13, Luke 21:5-28 

 
Sun., Nov. 20 - Christ the King 
Sunday 
Malachi 3:13-18, Psalm 46 
Colossians 1:13-20, Luke 23:27-43 

Wed., Nov. 24 - Thanksgiving Eve 
Deuteronomy 8:1-10, Psalm 100 
Philippians 4:6-20, Luke 17:11-19 
 

Sun., Nov. 27– First Sunday of 
Advent 
Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122 
Romans 13:(8-10) 11-14, Matthew 24:36-44 

SUPPORTING OUR WORSHIP 

Serving this Month: 
 
Worship Leaders:  Pastor Steve Hartten, 
Pastor Ron Schmidt  
Organist:  Maria Tallman   
Choir:  Sandy Schuermann          
Audio: Josh Lochner,  Mark Carpenter                 
Video: Jim Damaske     
Ushers (S): Todd Nitz, Jim Priebe and  
 Ed Zajac  (W):  Ron Wilson 
Communion (S): Shawn and Amy Cahill 
 (W):  Ron Wilson  
Altar Guild (S):  Margaret Schmeiding 
 (W): Louise Solak 

 
Nov. 6 
Greeters:  Joe and Judy Novak 
Lector: Bev So      
Acolyte:  Patrick Cahill 
Altar Flowers: Marty and Maria Tallman 
Fellowship: Open 

Nov. 13 
Greeter:  Bev So 
Lector:   Herb Kroening 
Acolyte: Autumn McCune 
Altar Flowers:  Frank and Pat Nose 
Fellowship: Harvest Gathering 

 
Nov. 20 
Greeters:   Shawn and Amy Cahill 
Lector:    Amy Cahill 
Acolyte: Alec Carpenter 
Altar Flowers: Open 
Fellowship: Open 

 
Nov. 27 
Greeters: Frank and Pat Nose 
Lector:  Larry Hacker 
Acolyte: Emily Sorenson 
Altar Flowers:  Open 
Fellowship: Open 

THIS MONTH’S READINGS  

Please join us Nov. 24 for a special Thanksgiving Eve Service. 



1 Amanda Mueller 
2 Justin Bundy 
2 Trevor Bundy 
2 Jordan Rindfield 
3 Steven Priebe 
7 Roger Sirk 
8 Barb Durflinger 
12 Liam Covert 
13 Meg Pearson 
15 Jeff Byers 
17 Jim Damaske 
21 Austin Chapman 
21 Barb Walker 
22 Dennis Lietz 
23 Donna Cayo 
23 Lynn Hornack 
24 Doug Landis 
24 Alex Wilcox 
25 Tammy Gaul 
26 Carrie Kutchie 
27 Megan Adams 
27 Steven Chapman 

28 Sylvia Schlender 
30 Chuck Wilson 

 

2 Martin & Maria Tallman 
16 Frank & Pat Nose  

Brandon M Enders 
1061 USS Tennessee 
Ave 
Kings Bay, GA 31547 
 
Lt/jg Chad Knipschild 

301 Maple 
Edgewater, MD 21037 
 
ENS Christian Nitz 
353 S. Amsterdam Ct 
Virginia Beach, VA  
23454 
SSgt. Richard Brooks 
379 Eces Office Simble 
Unit 61205 
APO AS 09309-1205 
 
Sgt. Gary Smith  
208 Polson Court 
Raeford, NC  28376 

 To keep our shut-ins 
safe, please call the 
church office for mailing 
addresses. 
 
Albert Beebe - member 
Creston Bruce - member 
Mary Dey - member 
Everett Dray - member 
Shirley Gano - member 
Marian Hogue- member 
Ray and Marie Lietz - 
members 
Joe and Angela Naines- 
members 
Betty Robbins - member 
Sylvia Schlender - 
member 
Barbara Southland - 
member 
 

NOVEMBER 2016  

9–12 Office Hours 
7 p Worship 
Committee Mtg 

9–12 Office Hours 
6p Council Mtg  

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

Church Calendar  is Live! 
View latest updates at  

 
PeaceLutheranStJoe.org 

9 Sunday School 
10:15 Worship 
with communion 
11:30 Harvest 

9 Sunday School 
10:15 Worship 
with communion 

9–12 Office Hours 
7p Fellowship 
meeting 

Veterans Day 
9–12 Office Hours 
 

9–12 Office Hours 
 

Office  Closed 
 

NO Quilters 
9–12 Office Hours 
8 Men’s Ministry  
7p Choir 

9–12 Office Hours 
5:45p Genesis  
7p Worship with 
communion 

9–12 Office Hours 
5:45p Genesis 
7p Worship with 
communion 

Election Day 
9–12 Office Hours 
11:30 Prayer Mtg 
7p Ark Mtg 

9–12 Office Hours 
11:30 Prayer Mtg 

9–12 Office Hours 
11:30 Prayer Mtg 

9 Sunday School 
10:15 Worship  
with communion 
 

9–12 Office Hours 
11:30 Prayer Mtg 

9–12 Office Hours 
5:45p Genesis  
7p Thanksgiving 
Eve Worship 

9–12 Office Hours 
5:45p Genesis 
7p Worship with 
communion 

 News due  
9–12 Office Hours 
8 Men’s Ministry  
9 Quilters 
7p Choir 

Office Closed for 
Thanksgiving 

9–12 Office Hours 

9–12 Office Hours 
11:30 Prayer Mtg 
 

9–12 Office Hours 
5:45p Bible Video 
7p Worship with 
communion 

9–12 Office Hours 
8 Men’s Ministry  
9 Quilters 
7p Choir 

9–12 Office Hours 
 

Daylight Savings 
9 Sunday School 
10:15 Worship 
with communion 
Adkins baptism 

6:30p  Movie 
Night at Schmidts' 
 



3590 Lincoln Avenue 
St. Joseph, MI   49085 

 
 
 

 
Pebblewood Restaurant 

11:30 a.m., Nov. 13 
9794 Jericho Road, Bridgman  269-465-5420 

 
Each family will be responsible for their own tab and tip.  

Reservations are Required by Nov. 3. 

6:30 p.m.  
Nov. 19 

 
Pastor Ron and Shari 

Schmidt’s house,  
500 Dune Ridge N., St. Joseph   

 
Everyone is invited! 

 
We're asking those who attend to chip in $10 per family for pizza and to 
bring a side dish or dessert to share. If you plan to attend, please sign up 

on the bulletin board so we know how much pizza to purchase.   

Harvest Thankfulness 
Gathering and Fellowship 


