
Peace Lutheran Church 
3590 Lincoln Avenue 
St. Joseph, MI  49085 
Phone:  269-556-7000 
Church Office Email:   

PeaceLutheranStJoe@sbcglobal.net 

Church Website 
Peacelutheranstjoe.org 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 

9 a.m.—12 p.m. 
 

Pastoral Contact Info: 
Rev. Steve Hartten 

Senior Pastor 
Phone: (H) 281-0307 

(C) 303-638-7598  
 

Rev. Ronald Schmidt 
Staff Pastor 

Phone: (H) 983-2590 
 

Audio/Video Requests: 
For Audio CD call: 

Josh Lochner  429-4415 
For Video DVD call: 

Jim Damaske  428-0711 
 

Weekly Worship & 
Praise Opportunities: 

Sunday  
9 a.m. Sunday School 
10:15 a.m.  Worship 

6 p.m. 95 Theses Study 
 

Tuesday 
11:30 a.m. Prayer Meeting 

     

Wednesday 
5:30 Soup and Bread Supper 

7 p.m. - Worship 
 

Thursday 
8 a.m. Men’s Ministry 
9 a.m. LWR Quilters 

7 p.m. Choir 
 
 

When does the worship service begin 
and how does one prepare for it?  Does it 
begin with the Announcements? The 
Order for Confession and Forgiveness? 
The Call to Worship?   

Perhaps an analogy to a musical play 
would be helpful.  When does the musical 
begin?  When the actors speak their first 
lines of dialogue?  When the first song is 
sung?  Or is it when the Overture sounds 
forth from the orchestra pit?  Even if there 
is disagreement as to the beginning of the 
musical, the audience generally takes their 
seats and settles down to quietly listen to 
the Overture. 

Worship does not begin with an 
overture; the organist does not string 
together the various hymns to be sung 
throughout the liturgy.  There is, however, 
a Prelude, music selected to help the 
congregation prepare to meet God during 
worship.  Unlike at a performance of a 
musical, a congregation does not 
necessarily settle down during the 
Prelude.  This is unfortunate, for we are 
losing an opportunity to center ourselves 
and prepare ourselves to learn what God 
will be doing among us that morning. 

I have been working with the 
Fellowship Committee to provide an 
outlet for the conversations that are 
occurring right up to the announcements.  
Fellowship is hosting informal gatherings 
for coffee and a light snack in the 
Fellowship Hall at least twice per month.  
This way there are opportunities for 
people to connect with each other or even 
catch up with those they haven’t seen in a 
while.  At the same time, the Worship 
Committee and the Fellowship Committee 

have been thinking 
about ways to move 
the pre-worship 
conversations out of 
the Sanctuary and 
into the Narthex. 

Greeters have 
been relocated to the 
main entrance doors 
of the church to 
better greet a person 
as they arrive, and to 
move the necessary 
conversations that 
come with greeting 
farther from the Sanctuary.  We are 
experimenting with keeping the Sanctuary 
doors closed to allow for quiet inside the 
Sanctuary.  Pre-worship conversations are 
important and beneficial; how can space 
be allotted for those who need to talk 
while providing space for those who 
desire to have a quiet time to prepare for 
worship? 

I realize that not everyone will be 
happy with these attempts to provide 
space for dialogue and space for silent 
reflection.  I believe through trial and 
error we will find a solution that works.  I 
ask you to consider these changes with an 
open mind and a servant’s heart for your 
neighbor.  There are two valid activities 
that occur before worship; quiet reflection 
and conversation.  Unfortunately the two 
are not compatible.  These changes are 
attempting to provide opportunity for both 
activities to occur.  Regardless of which 
one you engage in, please respect the 
desire of those who engage in the other 
activity. 

SENIOR PASTOR  
STEVE HARTTEN 

Pastor’s Message 
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CONGREGATIONAL  
MEETING MINUTES 

Peace Lutheran Church 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, January 29, 2017 
 
Opening prayer        Pastor Hartten 
Establishment of quorum at 11:30 a.m. Kevin Kunst 

 
Approval of Agenda  
Sandy Warren made a motion to approve the agenda. 
Pat Greenberg seconded the motion. The motion 
passed. 

 
Approval of September 25, 2016  
Congregational Meeting minutes  
Sally Reschke made a motion to accept the minutes. 
Norma Carpenter seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed. 
 
Financial Update and 2017 Proposed Budget 
Financial Committee:   Judy Novak (Treasurer), Jerry 
Pliley, and Brian Nimtz     
 

Ron Wilson asked how much we gave to the 
NALC?     This last year we gave $2,640. 

It was suggested by the finance committee that we 
transfer the remaining land fund money to major 
repairs and improvements.   

Larry Hacker asked if the taxes and lawn care for 
this property are taken from this fund.  They were 
previously, but  those expenses are being transferred 
to the general operating fund and have already been 
included in the proposed 2017 budget. Larry 
suggested that we keep some of it in there.  Brian 
Nimitz answered that in looking at the budget going 
forward, our contributions should increase.   We have 
confidence in our new pastor and our congregation 
that our congregation will grow along with our 
contributions.   

Shawn Cahill said when we refinanced our 
mortgage several years ago, we were going to put 
additional monies when available on the 
mortgage.    Brian said that the current rate is 4.75% 
and suggested that we wait until the end of the year to 
see how our major repairs are going before taking any 
money out. 

Wayne Schuermann asked about the maintenance 
and evaluation of the furnaces. Jerry Pliley replied that 
they are checked each year.  They are old, but still 
working.   We still need to keep in mind that one or all 

may need to be replaced at any time.  Presently we 
have five furnaces and five air conditioning units for 
the building. 

Shawn Cahill made a motion to accept the 2017 
budget.  Keith Chapman seconded.  The motion 
passed. 

Total budgeted operating expenses for 2017 
$220,963.48 
Proposed land survey      Kevin Kunst 

Kevin explained what has been happening with the 
land west of the church.  The neighbor has been 
beautifying and maintaining part of the land, thinking 
it was part of his property.  He found out recently that 
part of this land actually belongs to Peace.  He asked if 
the congregation would be willing to sell that 
property.  Kevin explained that we would need to get a 
survey on that property before we could move 
ahead.  This would require a congregational vote. 

Ron Wilson asked how much we thought the land 
may be worth.   

Kevin said probably $10,000-$15,000 
Shawn Cahill asked if this would be a full survey 

of the church property or a partial?   
We would only do  a partial. 
Larry Hacker suggested that we should have a buy/

sell agreement with the buyer before we do the 
survey.  Several others shared comments and 
suggestions.   

Lee Hornack asked for the approximate area of the 
land.  Jerry Pliley said it was 25’-30’ wide and the 
entire length of the lot. 

Todd Nitz:  Why are we considering selling this 
land right now?  It is actually waterfront property.   

We are actually not selling it at this point.  We are 
only asking for permission to do a survey and then we 
will bring the results back to the congregation for a 
vote at that time. 

Pat Nose:  We are not building at this time, but 
would it be beneficial to keep this land for the future?  

 It would not help or hinder any additional 
building. 

Shawn Cahill:  Is there some kind of law, since he 
has been maintaining it for several years, that after 
seven years it would revert to him anyway?  Other 
comments were made concerning this possibility.  Jim 
Priebe said we should proceed with caution. 

Chuck Wilson asked about survey stakes  already 
showing the property lines.   

Continued on Page 3 



  
 

 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 
Minutes 
Continued from Page 2 

A few of the stakes are still there. 
Larry Hacker said there must be an original 

survey.   
Kevin said we do not have a survey below the 

bank. 
Larry Hacker reinforced the idea that we do not 

need a full survey. 
Jill Chapman:  Do we know what he is going to do 

with it?  Is he going to continue doing the same  or 
does he have other plans?   

Kevin said that he has had it graded, seeded, and 
mows it.  The bridge is there, but it is movable.  There 
is no reason to think anything different will be done. 
He can’t build there since he would have to keep an 
easement.  That would be the same for us.   

Nan Hacker:  Would he agree to pay for the 
survey, closing costs, etc. if we sell the land?   

Yes. 
Sandy Schuermann:  What are the benefits of 

selling the land?   
We can add it to our major repair fund.   I.e. roof, 

furnace 
Chuck Wilson  made a motion for the church to 

create a buy/sell agreement 
Larry Hacker seconded the motion.  After much 

discussion, Pat Greenberg made a motion to strike the 
motion.  Sandy Warren seconded.  The motion passed. 

(The motion was struck because we had asked the 
congregation to vote by ballot on proceeding with a 
land survey only.  We wanted to proceed with the 
survey before asking for a future vote to sell the 
land.)   

The members were given two ballots.  One for the 
land survey and the other for moving the remaining 
money from the land fund to the major repair and 
maintenance fund. 

Final ballot count:   
Land  fund vote:  57 yes, 2 no 
Survey vote:   54 yes, 13 no 
 

Pastor’s report        Pastor Hartten 
Pastor opened with a reading from the First letter 

of John, 4th chapter 
Since the last congregational meeting there has 

been 1 baptism, 2 funerals, and 1 transfer. 
Pastor said that as we look forward in 2017, that 

we look at changing the culture of Peace.  When 
considering changes, often responses are “No”, or “It 
can’t be done.” 

We need to change our responses to “Possibly”, 
“Maybe”, ……  Change it to a positive 
culture.  Change can be difficult, or it can be a positive 
possibility. If we are good at saying no, then the 
opportunity for new people to come into our church 
may be met with a negative response.   

Let us rethink suggestions with “Why not”, 
“Maybe”, or “Let’s examine it”. 

We have the gifts, the talent, and the desire here 
for our church to grow.  We are in the present and live 
into the future as God wants us to be. 

Why not, or let’s examine it?  Let’s look at those 
possibilities. 
Council Report             Kevin Kunst 

Peace is a great place to be.  We definitely now 
have stability with Pastor Hartten.  God has blessed us 
greatly. 

The wish list is a fantastic way to fund smaller 
items needed.  The Scrip program also is a way to 
benefit the church.  This last year $3,700 was taken 
from the Scrip fund to help with the resurfacing of the 
parking lot.  (The additional needed came from a 
donation.) 

We have a lot of volunteers, but we still need 
more.  Please help out wherever you can.  It makes a 
great difference. 

Mutual Ministry members:   Joe Moulton, Shawn 
Cahill, Sandy Warren, Virgil Bennett, and Lisa Zajac. 
They will work with the pastor and report to the 
council.   

Council officers:   Kevin Kunst, President; Karen 
Richardville, Vice President; Bev So,  Secretary           

Kevin made a special presentation to thank Karen 
Coffey for serving on the council this past 
year.   Karen said this past year has been a learning 
experience.  She also recognized those who helped 
with today’s luncheon. 
 Motion to adjourn was made by Lee Hornack at 
12:30 p.m.  
Closed with the Lord’s prayer.  Pastor Hartten   



  
 
 
 

PLEASE JOIN US throughout our Lenten journey.  
Beginning March 1

st
 and running through April 9

th
, we invite you to 

join us as we gather a different care item each week throughout 
this Lenten season.  A list of specific products needed is available 
(from a small bar of soap to a bath towel). Bins for deposits will be 
located in the narthex.  Cash donations and Scrip cards are also 
welcome.  Collections will run from Ash Wednesday through 
Palm Sunday. 

Through your generosity and love, we have touched countless 
lives around the world.  Mission strengthens our faith and inspires 
our service.  Need more information?  You are encouraged to go 
to lwr.org to learn more about “Baskets of Promise” and other 
Lutheran World Relief efforts throughout the world.  Also of 
interest, you can learn more about NALC’s mission and partners.  
Please pick up a card on the table in the narthex listing items 
specific to this care kit collection.  As well, watch for continuing 
information in our bulletins or contact Sandy Schuermann at 463-
8966. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF ALL OUR MISSIONS HERE AT 
PEACE! 

Let’s make 2017 our best and most loving MISSION year yet! 

Family Fellowship  
March 5 - Big City Build 
 

Our Family Fellowship event 
for March will be touring the Big 
City Build in Shadowland 
Ballroom. The Big City Build is 
part of the annual Build Your Way 
Around Town event and will 
feature the work of the Western 
Michigan LEGO Train Club.  

Also,  a LEGO creation by 
Peace member Patrick Cahill will 
be on display in the Carousel area.  

We’ll meet at Shadowland at 3 
p.m. March 5 and will plan on an 
early dinner at Silver Beach Pizza 
after viewing the LEGO displays.  

If you would like to join us, 
please sign up on the bulletin 
board. Please call the church 
office at 556-7000 for more 
information.  

Race for the YMCA 

 
This year, the members of 

Peace would once again like to 
host a Water Station during the 
2017 Race for the YMCA. 

The cost for this level of 
sponsorship is $250 and we’re 
seeking donations from the 
congregation to support this effort.  

This event is a win-win. It 
gives Peace the opportunity to 
reach out into the community, and 
the proceeds from the race fund 
scholarships for children to attend 
the YMCA camps.  

Eighth Annual 

Chili Cook Off 
March 8 5:30 p.m.  
Sign up on the bulletin 
board if you would like 

to compete! 

The Fellowship Committee is 
full of plans for the upcoming year.  

As we head into Lent, the 
committee, with help from Pat 
Nose, will host Soup and Bread 
Suppers each Wednesday before the 
Lenten Service from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. March 1-April 5. We will also 
have a Soup and Bread Supper on 
Maundy Thursday, April 13. There 
is a sign up sheet on the bulletin 
board for volunteers. Please have 
your items at the church by 5:15 
p.m.  

In keeping with the Lenten 
theme of austerity, we will not have 
desserts this year.  

The Eighth Annual Chili Cook 
Off will be March 8. 

The Easter Breakfast will be 
from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. Watch for a 
sign up sheet on the bulletin board 
later this month.  

Looking ahead - the annual 
church picnic will be Aug. 20 at the 
Lincoln Township Community 
Center. Also, we will decorate the 
church for Christmas on Dec. 16.  

Fellowship Committee is making plans 



This regular newsletter 
feature—playing on Luther’s 
famous line in the Small 
Catechism—is designed to 
help us all better understand 
why things happen as they do 
at Peace.  There has been 
much confusion the past 
couple of years as different 
pastors introduced different 
worship practices.  The 
worship committee actively 
seeks feedback or questions 
from congregation members 
confused or concerned about 
worship practices.  This 
portion of the newsletter will 
share an issue raised at the 
worship committee and 
provide an answer for the 
congregation.  Often when 
one person raises a question, 
others have similar thoughts 
but do not want to ask the 
question. 

 
Where Did the Alleluia Go? 
 

The word “Alleluia” 
means “Praise the Lord.”  It is 
a joyful term used especially 
in Easter hymns and other 
seasonally appropriate 
greetings.  It is a word we 
won’t be hearing during 
worship until The Festival of 
the Resurrection on April 17. 

This year March 1 marks 
the beginning of the Season 
of Lent.  The word “Lent” 
comes from an Anglo-Saxon 
term meaning “springtime.”  
The Lenten season is 
understood as the holy 
springtime of the soul, a time 
for preparation, planting, and 
growth.  Preparation and 
planting are more in line with 
the practice of repentance 
than the practice of 
celebration.  To help keep 
repentance as the focus of 
Lent, the word “Alleluia” is 

What Does This Mean to Me? 

2017 Church Council  

Name Phone  E-mail 
President Kevin Kunst 269-428-3463 kevginlu@comcast.net 

VP Karen Richardville 269-429-3484 ksrichardville@hotmail.com 

Secretary Beverly So 269-556-9076 sojive5@gmail.com 

Treasurer Judy Novak 269-429-2125 jenovak@sbcglobal.net 

Pastor Steve Hartten 269-281-0307 pastorpeacestjoe@gmail.com 

Mark Carpenter  269-429-4766 markc1@ameritech.net 

Josh Lochner 269-429-4415 jlochner7@gmail.com 

Sherri Nitz 269-422-1739 sherrinitz@sbcglobal.net 

Joe Novak 269-429-2125 jtnovak@sbcglobal.net 

Jerry Pliley 269-921-0441 j.pliley@att.net 

Paul Wilson 269-985-3262 paulwilson3000@gmail.com 

removed from worship. 
During medieval times the custom 

of bidding farewell to the Alleluia 
developed.   

A banner with the word “Alleluia” 
would be ritually carried out of the 
assembly as the following was 
spoken: 

“Alleluia.  Enclose and seal up the 
word, alleluia.  Let it remain in the 
secret of your heart, alleluia, until 
the appointed time.  You shall say 

it with great joy when that day 
comes.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.” 
The banner would be hidden away 

until the Easter Vigil or Easter 
Morning when it would be brought 
back into the congregation during the 
celebration of the Resurrection.   

As praises to God are raised for 
the gift of eternal life, the word that 
means “Praise the Lord” returns to the 
worship life of the congregation once 
again.   



Wed., March 1-Ash Wednesday 
Genesis 3:1-15, Revelation 22:1-5, 14 
Mark 1:9-13 

 
Sun., March 5- First Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 3:1-21, Psalm 32:1-7 
Romans 5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-11 
 

Sun., March 12 - Second Sunday in 
Lent 
Genesis 12:1-9, Psalm 121 
Romans 4:1-8, 13-17, John 3:1-17 

Sun., March 19 - Third Sunday in 
Lent 
Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 95:1-9 
Romans 5:1-8, John 4:5-30 
 

Sun., March 26 - Fourth Sunday in 
Lent 
Isaiah 42:14-21, Psalm 142 
Ephesians 5:8-14, John 9:1-41 
 
 

SUPPORTING OUR WORSHIP 

Serving this Month: 
 
Worship Leaders:  Pastor Steve Hartten, 
Pastor Ron Schmidt  
Organist:  Maria Tallman   
Choir:  Sandy Schuermann          
Audio: Josh Lochner,  Mark Carpenter                 
Video: Jim Damaske     
Ushers (S): Sandy Warren, Jim Priebe and  
 Todd Nitz  (W):  Jerry Pliley 
Communion (S): Lee and Lynn Hornack 
  (W):  Jerry Pliley 
Altar Guild (S):  Nan Hacker  
 (W): Jerry Pliley 

 
March 5 
Greeters:  The Cahill Family 
Lector: Shawn Cahill 
Acolyte:  Patrick Cahill 
Altar Flowers: Open 
Fellowship: Open  

March 12 
Greeters:  Paul and Judy Wilson 
Lector:   Larry Hacker 
Acolyte: Ainsley Cahill 
Altar Flowers: Open 
Fellowship: Open 

 
March 19 
Greeters:  Joe and Diana Moulton 
Lector:    Joe Moulton 
Acolyte: Alec Carpenter 
Altar Flowers: Open 
Fellowship: Open 

 
March 26 
Greeters: Jeanette Jeske 
Lector:  Keith Chapman 
Acolyte: Emily Sorenson  
Altar Flowers: Open 
Fellowship: Open 

THIS MONTH’S READINGS  

Ash Wednesday is March 1 
 

Join us for Soup and Bread Supper at 5:30 p.m. and Worship at 7 p.m.  



2 Connie Byers 
2 Cathy Dalrymple 
2 Margaret O’Neill 
2 Gloria Siewert 
5 Derek Riippa 
6 Pat DeSchaaf 
6 Margaret Schmieding 
8 Sandy Pliley 
10 Jenna Covert 
10 Eddie Zajac 
13 Sarah Bauer 
13 Haley Kutchie 
14 John Herrman 
14 Mia Nurbhai 
15 Jeanine Damaske 
17 Kelly Nimtz 
21 Ken Strode 
23 Dave Allen 
24 Mark Carpenter 

 

1 Keith & Jill Chapman 
12 Jerry & Lorene Schlutt

Brandon M Enders 
1061 USS Tennessee 
Ave 
Kings Bay, GA 31547 
 
Lt/jg Chad Knipschild 
301 Maple 
Edgewater, MD 21037 

ENS Christian Nitz 
353 S. Amsterdam Ct 
Virginia Beach, VA  
23454 
 
SSgt. Richard Brooks 
379 Eces Office Simble 
Unit 61205 
APO AS 09309-1205 
 
Sgt. Gary Smith  
208 Polson Court 
Raeford, NC  28376 

 
Albert Beebe - member 
Mary Dey - member 
Bill Edge - member 
Shirley Gano - member 
Marian Hogue- member 
Dolores Kraklau - 
member 
Ray and Marie Lietz - 
members 
Joe and Angela Naines- 
members 
Bob Reinking 
Betty Robbins - member 
Sylvia Schlender - 
member 
Barbara Southland - 
member 
Ruth Twarucsek - 
member 
Mildred Wantz - member 
 

MARCH 2017 

9–12 Office Hours 
7p Worship 
Committee mtg 

9–12 Office Hours 
6p Council 
Meeting 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Church Calendar  is Live! 
View latest updates at  

 
PeaceLutheranStJoe.org 

9 Sunday School 
10:15 Worship  
with communion 
6p 95 Theses 

9 Sunday School 
10:15 Worship  
with communion 
6p 95 Theses 

Office closed 
 

Office closed 
 

Office closed 

9–12 Office Hours 
8 Men’s Ministry  
9 Quilters 
7p Choir 

9–12 Office Hours 
11:30 Prayer Mtg 
2:30p Upton 
tutoring 

9–12 Office Hours 
11:30 Prayer Mtg 
2:30p Upton 
tutoring 

9–12 Office Hours 
11:30 Prayer Mtg 
2p Upton tutoring 

 9 Sunday School 
10:15 Worship  
11:15 VBS mtg 
6p 95 Theses 

 News due  
9–12 Office Hours 
8 Men’s Ministry 
9 Quilters 
7p Choir 

9–12 Office Hours 
8 Men’s Ministry  
9 Quilters 
7p Choir 

9–12 Office Hours 
8 Men’s Ministry  
9 Quilters 
7p Choir 

 9 Sunday School 
10:15 Worship  
11:15 EE Hunt mtg 
3p Big City Build 
6p 95 Theses 

 

 

Office closed 
 
 

9–12 Office Hours 
5:30 Soup Supper 
7p Ash 
Wednesday 

9–12 Office Hours 
7p Fellowship 
Committee Mtg 

9–12 Office Hours 
 

9–12 Office Hours 
11:30 Prayer Mtg 
2p Upton tutoring 

9–12 Office Hours 
5:30 Soup Supper 
7p Worship  

9–12 Office Hours 
5:30 Soup Supper 
7p Worship  

9–12 Office Hours 
5:30 Soup Supper 
7p Worship  

9–12 Office Hours 
5:30 Soup Supper 
7p Worship  

9–12 Office Hours 
8 Men’s Ministry  
9 Quilters 
7p Choir 

Office closed 
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The 95 Theses Adult Education Course 
 

We will gather on Sunday evenings at 6 p.m. beginning March 5 to read 

through Martin Luther’s 95 Theses.  Lutherans and historians point to this 

document as the beginning of the Protestant Reformation.  While many of 

us hold these statements in high esteem, some of us have never read them!   

The course is scheduled to be 1.5 hours in length and last 5-6 weeks. The 

length depends on how quickly we cover the material.  Regardless, the 

course will end on Palm Sunday, April 9.  Booklets will cost $3 each and 

will be available for purchase at Peace.  Come and learn about the issue 

that began a reform movement for the Roman Catholic Church! 

 
Our Lenten Sermon SeriesOur Lenten Sermon Series 

will bewill be 

The Salutary GiftThe Salutary Gift 

 

  
Join us WednesdaysJoin us Wednesdays 

at 7 p.m.at 7 p.m. 

March 1March 1--April 5April 5  
  

Soup and Bread Suppers Soup and Bread Suppers   
at 5:30 p.m. at 5:30 p.m.   


